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Lorielle J. Hollaway and Cultured Books make sure that children who want to
read have access to books. For her efforts, she received national recognition,
a year's worth of services, over $7,000 worth of devices, security, tech support,
and a $10,000 grant to help them recover and grow from Verizon.
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – When
a Verizon representative approached Lorielle J. Hollaway
about being part of a spotlight
on small businesses surviving
the pandemic, she never
thought it would lead to meeting a Super Bowl champion
and being featured on Good
Morning America.
Hollaway, 30, owns Cultured Books on 22nd Street
South in St. Petersburg. She
credits an anthropology professor for encouraging her to
get inside of the cultures that

she wanted to study. At the
same time, the number of
high-profile police killings of
unarmed African Americans
led her to seek an understanding of why people perceive others as a threat instead of just
another human.
“Cultured Books came
from self-discovery, and what I
wanted to do and how I wanted
to make an impact on the
world,” Hollaway said. “I realized that the media plays a big
part on how we view each
other. I wanted to change how
children grow up to see not
only Black people but people
everywhere. So they can see

Staff Writer

teries were segregated resting
places where African Americans could be buried. Founded
around the turn of the last century, they ultimately fell into
disrepair during the 1920s and
were closed. Though the official story was that the African
American
remains
were
moved to Lincoln Cemetery
and the white remains were
See GRAVES, page 19

See COACH, page 19

See BOOKS, page 19

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Members from the African American Burial Grounds &
Remembering Project met to tour the parking lots of the
Tropicana field – the Oakmont cemetery complex site.
Photo courtesy of David Sheddon.

to “address these issues of erasures of Black cemeteries in
our communities,” including
locations such as Zion Cemetery. This resting place, believed to be the first
African-American cemetery in
Tampa, was founded in 1901
but in time “erased” from maps
altogether.
In St. Pete, Oak Lawn,
Evergreen and Moffitt Ceme-

BY COURTNEY AMOS

ST. PETERSBURG – At the
heart of Admiral Farragut’s successful girls track and field team
is one man, mentor, and coach
who embodies the impact that one
teacher can have on his students.
“He’s done so much,” said
Charles Nelms about Coach
Arron Prather. Nelms’s daughter
Faith graduated from Admiral
Farragut three years ago but still
keeps in close contact with her
former coach. “He prays with the
kids, he talks with them, encourages them, he just does a whole
lot with the kids.”
Prather, who has been the
track and field coach at the school
since Jan. 2016 for male and female students in the sixth through
eighth grades, has quite the impressive backstory leading up to
his position at the private collegepreparatory school, which admits
children from pre-K all the way to
grade 12.
He recalled how growing up in
New Jersey he initially pursued an
athletic career because he saw it
as a way out of poverty. As a
young man, an influential coach in
his life stepped in to help him pursue his goal, gifting him $1,500 to
relocate to Florida and train.
He held fast to his plan and
trained hard, including with big
names such as Roy Robinson,
1972’s fastest man in the world.
He was even an Olympic hopeful
for the 200-meter race in 1996 and
had already landed a considerable
sponsorship from Anheuser
Busch brewing company to wear
their logo in the U.S. Olympic Trials should he advance.
But a month before the
Olympic Trials and roughly 25
meters from the finish line during
training, his plans would abruptly
change forever – a leg injury to
his hamstring would begin the unraveling of this dream.
“Years later, God says to me, ‘If
I’d have gave it to you, I would
have lost you,’” recalled Prather.
“Because I wasn’t really thinking
about helping kids at that time. I
was thinking about traveling and
making money.”

themselves and others in a
positive light, and hopefully,
broaden their worldview.”
While many people agree
on the importance of child literacy, Hollaway is taking that
a step further by thinking outside of the box to get kids
reading and embracing a literary lifestyle. One way she has
done this is by organizing
“The Book Report Project.”
This project was created to
remove the financial barrier
that some families may have
purchasing books, especially
during a pandemic. After completing a book report, children

St. Pete’s Black burial grounds erased
from history
ST.
PETERSBURG
–
Across the nation and throughout Tampa Bay, African-American cemeteries have been lost
to history, neglected, abandoned, even paved over and
developed on. Even in St. Pete,
where Tropicana Field has
stood on long-forgotten burial
grounds for years, a group of
University of South Florida researchers aims to unearth
their history.
This month’s Community
Conversations with the African
American Heritage Association (AAHA), in partnership
with Tombolo Books, centered
around the African American
Burial Grounds and the Remembrance Project. Featured
guests joining Gwendolyn
Reese, president of the AAHA,
in the virtual discussion included USF Professors Dr. Antoinette Jackson and Dr. Julie
Armstrong.
Jackson secured a grant for
the American Burial Grounds
and the Remembrance Project

Arron Prather

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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2

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
HEALTH CARE SERVICES DEPARTMENT
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, Health
Care Services Department, invites outside agencies and organizations
providing Early Intervention Services, Mental Health Counseling,
Substance Abuse Counseling and Housing Assistance services funding
for HIV+ clients in Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco and Hernando
counties to submit Applications for funding under the Ending the
HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America - Ryan White HIV/AIDS
Programs. Services must be provided in Hillsborough and Pinellas
Counties.
RFA # RW1-21
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
FROM OUTSIDE INDIVIDUALS/AGENCIES
TO PROVIDE HEALTH AND SUPPORT
SERVICES TO INDIVIDUALS
WITH HIV DISEASE.
PRE-SUBMITTAL CONFERENCE:
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 2021 at 11:00 A.M. EST
VIA GoToWebinar if you want to receive the link for
the Webinar please email arnolda@HCFLGov.net by
9:00AM EST on Tuesday, June 1, 2021
Electronically submitted RFA's must be received no later than
5:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, Tuesday, June 22, 2021,
by the Health Care Services Department (Ryan White Program),
Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners, via electronic
submission to Arnolda@HCFLGov.net. RFA documents are
available on the Hillsborough County, Health Care Services Website
located at: http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/en/residents/socialservices/health-care-plan/ryan-white-rfa
Hillsborough County reserves the right to reject any or all applications.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Both Public and private agencies/organizations will be afforded a full
opportunity to participate in these matters and will not be subjected
to discrimination on the basis of actual or perceived race, color,
sex, age, religion, national origin, disability, marital status, sexual
orientation, or gender identity or expression, in employment, public
accommodations, real estate transactions and practices, County
contracting and procurement activities, and credit extension practices.
Board of County Commissioners
Hillsborough County, Florida
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STORM SEASON IS COMING.

LET’S GET REA
EADY NOW.
W.
We are preparing for the next big storm now – strengthening our system, upgrading
equipment and investing in new grid technology. We continue to focus on improving
response and restoration times by identifying potential issues in advance and
installing technology that will allow us to reroute power to avoid outages.

If you see a downed power
line or other safety hazard, call
800.228.8485, or report it online.

Sign up online for phone or email
alerts, or text REG to 57801 for
text alerts.

There are three ways to report an
outage: T
Teext OUT to 57801, call
800.228.8485, or report it online.

For additional tips, please visit:
DUKE-ENERGY.COM/STORMSAFETY
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Could your child use $200?
Bethel Community Foundation offers a 6 week summer program
focused on preparing youth ages 14-17 for successful employment.
Program sessions focus on resume writing, interviewing skills, team
building and general employee etiquette. At the conclusion of the program, each student will receive a Certificate of Completion and a $200
check. Students will also have the opportunity to interview for parttime jobs with several businesses within the community.

being talked about in a lot
of circles.”
Held behind the Chief’s
Creole Café on The
Deuces, the sights, sounds,
and smells were a delight to
the senses as you walked
in. Kids joyfully ran around
and played with each other,
seemingly without a care in
the world. Music to put you
in a lively spirit was everywhere, and the rhythmic
sounds of the drum circle
could always be heard in
the background.
Healing Fyah led the

drum circle that also featured Dundu Dole Urban
African Ballet. They kept
the crowd moving and
dancing in between presentations and were one of
many highlights of the day.
Then there was the
food.
Immediately upon entering, the smell of collards
that had been cooking all
day wafted through the air.
A scent that likely brought
many people back to
grandma’s house for Sunday dinners. The greens

had their own area to enjoy
them, and for just $5, people were treated to a smorgasbord of the popular
southern dish.
Collard greens are not
just a tasty staple of southern cooking; they also provide many health benefits.
“Collard greens are extremely nutrient-rich, contributing ample amounts of
vitamins A, K, B-6, and C,
calcium, iron, and magnesium,” said Rachel Lustgarten,
a
dietician
See GREENS, page 6
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CONNECTIONS
A new leader takes the helm

Ann Sherman-White, M.Ed., Business Community Liaison and Student Government Association Advisor

ST. PETERSBURG –
With more than 25 years
of Job Corps experience
under his belt, the Pinellas County Job Corps
Center (PCJCC) welcomes Omoniyi Amoran
as its newest center director.
ODLE Management,
the parent company that
operates multiple Job
Corps centers across the
country, re-aligned multiple center directors as it
prepares to expand its
Job Corps operations. By
doing so, former Center
Director Samuel Kolapo,
has been assigned to the
Albuquerque center.
With a proven track

record for elevating Job
Corps centers, Omoniyi
Amoran was brought
back to the Sunshine
State to further grow the
presence of the Pinellas
County Center.
Having started his career with Job Corps as a
residential advisor and
with ODLE Management
in 2019, Amoran has ascended through the
ranks as a residential living manager, training
manager, and center
standards and incentives
manager. With multiple
appointments in leadership roles and as a center
director, he has a comprehensive understand-

ing of Job Corps operations at every level. This
expertise will allow him
to shepherd the Pinellas
County Center to the
next level by increasing
its presence in the community.
Staff accountability
and putting students first
serve as the foundation
of his management style.
Those attributes, coupled
with his tenure on multiple workforce boards,
help solidify his ability to
work in concert with the
community,
students,
and those under his leadership. Those boards include the City of New
York Workforce Board

Youth Committee, the
Little Rock Youth Workforce Board, and the
Lower Savannah Council
of Government Workforce, South Carolina.
Mr. Amoran prescribes to a hands-on
methodology as it relates
to his management style.
It is not uncommon to
see him walking the campus multiple times a day,
speaking directly with
students and staff.
However, his trust to
allow his team to forge
ahead with ideas designed to provide optimum support for his
team and educational development for students is

ever-present. His actions
support his desire to be
well-connected to his students and their needs.
This
approach
has
proven to be highly successful as we navigate a
post COVID workforce
environment.
Utilizing his University of Florida post-graduate degree in linguistics,
Amoran envisions a
Pinellas County Center
where all students are
challenged to reach their
maximum potential while
developing interpersonal
skills needed to forge a
future steeped in community service and heighten
financial prosperity.

Omoniyi Amoran
By his side are his
wife and three children.
Please
welcome
Omoniyi Amoran as the
new center director for
the Pinellas County Job
Corps Center.

Tampa Bay Collard Green Festival does not disappoint
From GREENS, page 5

specializing in nutrition at
Weill Cornell Medicine to
Prevention.com. “Health
benefits of collards include
lowered cancer risk and
improved heart health.”
These benefits were behind the idea for the collard
green smoothies handed
out by members of the
American Culinary Federation of Tampa Bay. While
the idea itself may turn
some people off, they gave
out hundreds of samples,
and nearly everyone that
tried them came away impressed. They tasted like a
banana
and
grape
smoothie, except with the
added benefits of the collard greens.
The ACF also organized the first high school
collard green recipe winner. Mary Frances from

GiGi’s Playhouse was the
inaugural winner. GiGi’s offers free educational, therapeutic-based and career
development programs for
individuals with Down syndrome.
Frances’ chocolate and
collard green cupcakes
were a colossal hit. Not
only did she enthusiastically pass out samples, but
they also gave out free cans
of collard greens. Judging
by Frances’ beaming smile,
she seemed to be having
the time of her life, sharing
her delectable creation
with anyone that passed by.
While the ubiquitous
collard green was the star
of the show, there was a
myriad of food vendors to
satisfy almost any craving.
Keeping with the focus on
health and nutrition, most

of these options did not just
taste good but were also
good for you. There were
fresh and locally grown
vegetables, eggs, and even
vegan soul food.
Keeping with the focus
on promoting the wellbeing of the community, the
festival also featured a
number of vendors providing free services. These included free COVID tests,
signing people up for
Medicare, and registering
people to vote. There were
booths promoting mental
health and literacy, and
Urban Agriculture was
teaching people about
urban farming.
When Carla Bristol and
some of her kids from the
St. Petersburg Youth Farm
took the stage to discuss
some of the many benefits

of the farm, one young
man, in particular, received
a rousing ovation for his
sincere, public appreciation
for the work and effort that
Bristol puts into the project
and its children.
“I am so thankful for
Carla,” said Justin Bowman, 16. “She is so powerful in the community and
gives us the most important thing – her time.”
“Choked up, unexpected,” said Bristol when
asked her reaction to the
kind words.
The in-person portion
of the event was concluded
with a special presentation
to Mordecai Walker, the
2021 Collard Green King.
Gwendolyn
Reese,
president of the African
American Heritage Association, gave a rousing

speech detailing the abundance of contributions that
Walker has made to the
community during his long
and prosperous life, noticeably fighting back tears at
times.
“A couple of months
short of 97, he is still a pillar
in the community,” Reese
said.
After telling the story of
Walker acquiring a couple
of the original green
benches that are fondly remembered by some and a
source of hurt and humiliation by others from St.
Pete’s past - one of which
sits in Walker’s front yard
today - Reese said, “Not
only does he own part of
our history, he is part of
our history.”
While scaled back this
year, the 2021 Tampa Bay

Collard Green festival was
not short on food, family,
fun, and health and was enjoyed by a diverse crowd of
all colors and ages that
were happy to be able to
come together again.
“This year’s turnout
was absolutely fabulous; I
could not have prayed for a
better outcome,” said cofounder Samantha Harris.
“I met so many people
from various walks of life
enjoying the festivities with
their families, friends, and
even pets. I am so glad we
decided to push forward
this year.”
If all goes according to
plan, the 2022 festival will
be held on Feb 19, from 105p.m.
To reach Mark Parker,
email mparker@theweeklychallenger.com
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Enough is Enough: Caring for our community
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
To address rising violence
in St. Pete, City Councilmember Deborah FiggsSanders,
Anthony
Holloway, St. Petersburg
Police Chief, and Mayor
Rick Kriseman held a public discussion with community members earlier this
month.
While five homicides
were committed in the city
in 2020, that number has
already tripled to 15 so far
this year as of April 12. In a
disturbing trend, all the
homicides by firearms
have been by African
Americans toward African
Americans. It is the responsibility of law enforcement, residents, and
elected officials to come together and discern how to
alleviate the violence,
Figgs-Sanders said.
“We’re going to need
everyone to take a role in
this village that we call the
city of St. Petersburg,” she
said, “because when it impacts one community, it
impacts all of our communities.”
The mayor believes
part of the problem is that
there are too many illegal
guns on the street, and access to them is relatively
easy.
This
includes
weapons stolen from vehicles that find their way
onto the streets and are
used for the wrong purpose.
“Unfortunately, it has
made it far too easy for
people to start solving disputes and arguments by
pulling out a weapon,” said
Kriseman, who joined the
Mayors Against Illegal
Guns coalition when he

first took office in 2014.
Programs such as “Not
My Son,” launched in 2015
in response to a rash of
shootings, has been effective in curbing some of the
violence, Kriseman said,
mostly because it’s been
the government partnering with the community to
effect change.
Stress and mental
health issues related to the
pandemic and jobs lost because of it may also be a
factor in the rising violence, he said.
Holloway noted that
though there have been 15
homicides in 2021 to date,
the SPPD has been able to
close out each one with an
arrest, with two persons
responsible for six out of
the 15 deaths.
Responsible gun owners must secure their
weapons, the chief pointed
out, as unlocked cars are a
temptation to some. In
tracking down stolen cars,
police officers find guns in
about 30 percent of them,
Holloway estimated.
Bartlett Park resident
Tom Tito said in years
past, people marched
throughout Bartlett Park
carrying pictures of young
people lost to gun violence,
mostly because of shootings involving illegal
drugs. As this resonated
deeply within the community, he wondered if something similar could be
done now to harness the
grief.
Figgs-Sanders noted
that she and other city
council members helped
launch the Enough is
Enough campaign, which
would bring awareness of
the gun violence problem
directly to the neighborhoods. Holloway noted the

SPPD sends an Impact
Team into areas where
there has been violence
and has made 88 arrests
but underscored that people need to learn to solve
problems without pulling
guns.
Tom Lally of the Council of Neighborhood Associations asked about a city
mentoring program for
youths. Kriseman explained that the city is creating several programs
with the local school district — on the high school
and university levels — to
create opportunities to
transition from an educational institution to employment with the city,
including the police department, fire department,
and public works. Pinellas
Technical College is one
such institution that has
been an active partner with
the city in helping create
pathways to city jobs.
“We are going to have
people aging out, and a job
with the city is a good job,”
the mayor said, adding that
it’s not about just jobs but
careers.
Michael Jalazo, CEO
and executive director of
Pinellas Ex-Offender ReEntry Coalition, suggested
that funds allocated to St.
Pete under the American
Rescue Plan could be used
for community support-led
safety initiatives; Kriseman
said the city is open to putting these monies, once secured, to such use.
Activist Ruth Whitney
asked Holloway if he has
conversations with his officers and community members about what can be
done to stop the violence
among young people. The
chief explained the department plans to restart its

Park, Walk and Talk initiative —suspended during
the pandemic — and put
its police command bus
back into communities. Officers visit different parks
and recreation centers as
well to communicate directly with residents, he
said.
“Also, our school resource officers will have
conversations with the
kids in the schools,” Holloway said.
He added that the police department’s anonymous tip line and
improvements in forensics
are improving policing in
the city going forward.
“With the technology
and the information that
we get from the community, we can solve this
problem together,” he said.
Community
activist
Matt Byrd pointed out that
those closest to the problem are closest to the solution, but there is often a
gap between them and the
resources that could provide any solutions. Kriseman said he is open, as he
has always been, to regard-

ing new approaches and
listening to fresh voices.
“Our intent isn’t to create a wall and create a barrier
between
the
community and administration or city hall,” Kriseman responded. It works
best when we’re all working together collaboratively. If we are doing
things as a city government that is interfering
with your ability to even
communicate with us, let
us know that.”
Carlos Daniels of the
Cohort of Champions, a
youth training initiative,
recommended employing
staff workers at city parks,
overseeing recreational activities, to whom young
people could easily reach
out if they had a problem
within their neighborhoods or even their
homes.
These workers and
coaches would be able “to
utilize the services that we
have through the city, for
wraparound services for
the community as a
whole.” An occasional police presence would be

beneficial, Daniels added,
as law enforcement officers could even help with
various recreational activities.
Community
activist
Ashley Green brought up
the idea of utilizing community recreation centers
for restorative justice training, peer mediation and
conflict resolution, and “violence interrupters” in the
streets for everyday gatherings,
much
like
Chicago’s Peace Academy
and similar programs.
“So when we have
these gatherings in these
big, public spaces, and tensions run high and someone reaches for a gun,” she
said, “there’s somebody
there that’s a peer that is
respected by another peer
to help de-escalate the situation.”
Kriseman and Holloway both expressed interest in looking into such
violence-reducing
programs for St. Pete.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Metro and EPIC offer vital resources to combat HIV in Pinellas
BY AMBER B.
COURTNEY
Contributor

TAMPA BAY — HIV
rates have been on the
rise in Florida since 2016,
with the state having the
third-highest reported
number of cases in the
country. While Florida
health departments and
HIV education organizations have contributed to
a slow decline in cases,
the problem still exists.
HIV affects Blacks
and Latinos more than
any other group of people.
Black people make up 42
percent of HIV diagnoses
in the United States alone,
more than any other race,

while Latino consistently
makes up the majority of
new HIV cases. The disparity in health equity
contributes to Blacks and
Latinos being more at risk
of contracting the virus
due to higher poverty
rates and a lack of resources and education.
HIV education and
awareness of the resources available to
Floridians to help combat
the epidemic are vital.
EPIC (Empath Partners
In Care) and Metro Inclusive Health are two organizations in the St. Pete
–Tampa area focused on
educating communities
on HIV prevention and

supporting those impacted by it.
“EPIC has been providing HIV support services to the Tampa Bay
area for over 30 years
now,” said Joy Winheim,
executive director for
EPIC based in St. Petersburg. “All of our programs revolve around our
main goals: to make sure
that everyone (we assist)
stays in medical care and
stays stably housed.”
EPIC provides a wide
range of services, such as
HIV testing and community outreach, along with
food kitchens and housing programs. Winheim
noted that the organization focuses on meeting
people’s basic needs because “we know that if
their basic needs are met,
they are more likely to
seek treatment.”
Their outreach programs strive to reach
those who may not come
forward and seek help on
their own terms. “Our outreach folks are out there
every day trying to make
sure we’re identifying
those who are most at
risk and providing them
with the resources to get
tested,” Winheim added.
Metro
Inclusive
Health focuses on providing sexual and mental
health services, especially

to those in the LGBTQ+
community. Brian Bailey,
Metro’s chief marketing
and experience officer in
St. Petersburg, shared
that the organization
touched more than 20,000
individuals
in
2020
through direct service
and outreach.
Bailey said the organization provides a wide
range of services from
primary medical care to
mental health counseling,
providing PreP (a pre-exposure medication), and
free HIV testing. (Check
out its Take a Minute St.
Pete page for quick facts
and links, as well as testing locations in the area.)
Metro has several ways it
reaches out to the community, one of which is its

Mobile Health Unit.
The Mobile Health
Unit van offers a restroom
and provides on-location
HIV testing and services.
It provides several methods for testing, including
blood drips, finger pricks,
and cotton swabbing on
the gums. It has a web
camera and television to
help connect people to
medical professionals on
the spot.
By offering education,
screening and testing,
mental health support,
and a sense of community, Metro and Epic provide invaluable services to
those with HIV and their
families. Both organizations are essential to fighting the battle against the
spread of the HIV virus.

“When you think of
these kinds of organizations, they’re invaluable,”
asserted Winheim. “If you
think about the multiple
organizations that are just
in the Tampa Bay area,
we’re serving thousands
of people. Without us,
where do those thousands of people go to get
their needs met?”
Staffed by essential
workers who care, both
organizations offer support and the hope that
“just because you have
HIV does not mean that
HIV has you.”
Amber B. Courtney is
an intern at The Weekly
Challenger and a full-time
student at Bethune Cookman University.

COMMUNITY NEWS
8

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021

Parent Support for Education Council holds parent advocacy webinar
ST. PETERSBURG –
Parent Support for Education Council (PSFEC) invited
community
members to participate in
a webinar panel discussion with child advocacy
experts and Pinellas
County Schools district
officials
earlier
this
month.
Pinellas
County
School Board Member
Caprice Edmond, who delivered the keynote address, spoke about the
importance of family engagement. She also provided a brief update on
the district’s agreement
between
the
school
board,
the
Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office,
and law enforcement from
surrounding municipalities. Previously, Edmond

had a successful career
serving as a teacher and
science coach for the district.
Corey Givens Jr., an
educator and member of
the Parent Support for Education Council, moderated the conversation,
which took place virtually.
St. Petersburg College
Collaborative Labs provided the virtual platform
for the discussion, and
community
members
could submit questions
before the event or
through a “Q&A” feature.
The in-depth conversation covered a myriad of
topics including, conflict
resolution,
childhood
trauma, tools for effective
communication, free community educational resources, and how to

advocate for your child or
children effectively.
Panelists
included
Donnika Jones, principal
of Melrose Elementary,
Keosha Simmons, Pinellas County Schools Parent
Advocate, Moneshea Harris, parent ambassador,
and Erica Hardison, Sing
Out and Read.
The webinar concluded with a gift basket
raffle
conducted
by
PSFEC board member
McCleata Edwards, and a
closing prayer offered by
PSFEC president emeritus Pastor Martin Rainey.
Parent Support for Education Council meets at
6:30 PM every third
Thursday at John Hopkins Middle School’s
Community
Resource
Center.

Our Stories Matter
How microaggression impact Black students in white school environments
BY YAMIRA PATTERSON
St. Petersburg High School
student

Christelle Marc is a
junior at St. Petersburg
High School in the International Baccalaureate
Program. She sat down
with me to talk about the
impact of microaggression on Black students
and the effects of antiBlackness.
Yamira: What are
some of your experiences with racism and
anti-Blackness in your
school or past schools?
How have your experiences affected your mental health?
Christelle: In middle
school, I remember instances where a white
student would see a braid
on the floor and make a
comment about the girl
who wore it probably
being “ratchet” or getting
into a fight that got her
braid ripped out. It made
me feel like having braids
in my hair was ugly and
ratchet, which in turn
made me dislike my hair
texture and tainted my
self-image. It took a long
time for me to unlearn
that internalized racism.
Yamira: What are
some examples of microaggressions that you
have experienced from
teachers or peers? How
have these microaggressions influenced your relationships with them?
Christelle:
One
prominent example of a
microaggression I’ve experienced
happened
pretty recently by someone my own age. I was

approached by a boy who
told me I was very beautiful. We got to talking,
and as the conversation
progressed, he asked me
more about myself, with
one being, “So, what are
you mixed with?”
I proceeded to tell
him that I was 100 percent Black, to which he
scoffed at, thinking I was
lying. I went on to say to
him that I am a first-generation Haitian immigrant, and that’s what
finally convinced him.
This showed me firsthand that many people
do not associate Blackness with beauty and that
you have to have something non-Black within
you to make you beautiful. I have not talked to or
responded to that person
since.
Yamira: Discuss a
time where you felt like
your teacher(s) made an
effort to be intentional
with their language about
racism in their class? If
so, how did that make
you feel?
Christelle: My English teacher this year is
very open about her support of the Black Lives
Matter movement and
her intolerance of offensive language against
people of color. I remember a discussion that we
had as a class about acknowledging
prejudiced/racist tendencies
and mindsets and how
this is the first step in
changing them.
This was significant to
me because I’m enrolled
in a predominantly white

Christelle Marc
program at school, so
these discussions are
very rare. I also liked
how the teacher shared
her own previous prejudiced ideas and opinions.
She also shared how over
time, she learned and
changed her ideas with
education and new experiences. It made me feel
seen as opposed to
drowned out in a sea of
white people in the program where students like
me are often overlooked.
Yamira: What are
your thoughts on “controversial” language like
the term “minorities” and
“illegals?” How has this
language affected your
experience
in
your
school community?
Christelle: I think the
term minorities is pretty
representative of what
POC are, especially at my
school. It doesn’t bother
me unless it is used in a
way to diminish our significance. The term illegals, on the other hand,
is downright disrespectful. No person can be “illegal,” so I think that it

should not be used to
describe immigrants.
This language has not
affected me personally
in my school community.
Yamira: How has
your relationship with
BIPOC teachers affected your experiences
in the classroom?
Christelle: In my 12
years of schooling, I
have only had about five
BIPOC teachers; all of
which were my teachers in elementary and
early middle school. I
would say that those
teachers made me feel
the most comfortable. I
have always attended
predominantly
white
schools, so having a close
authority figure that
looked more like me
made me more comfortable and willing to ask for
help when needed.
Yamira: In your experience, what have teachers and administrators
done that has proven to
be effective or harmful in
approaching BIPOC students about combating
racism in your school
community?
Christelle: In my experience, I have not seen
any significant action
from teachers and administrators
approaching
BIPOC about this topic.
Yamira: In your experience, do you feel like
your perspective or experiences are welcomed
and respected by your
teachers? How has this
affected your experiences in the classroom?
Christelle: I am not

aware of any current programs regarding antiracist education, but it
would be nice to see
teachers incorporating
material talking about
BIPOC in ways other
than the one-dimensional
experiences or just material by BIPOC in general.
Yamira: What role
should BIPOC students
play in implementing
anti-racist education in
the classroom?
Christelle: I don’t
think it is BIPOC’s responsibility to teach people to be anti-racist, but
that does not mean that
we should sit back and
accept racism thrown our
way. I think our responsibility is to make people
aware of the racism
around them or within
them and possibly go to
people in positions of authority to implement that
type of education. It is not
our responsibility to be
the education itself.
Yamira: When was
the first time you had a
teacher who looked like
you? What did they
teach? How have they affected you?
Christelle: My thirdgrade teacher Mr. Wood
was Black. He showed
me that teachers should
care about all students
and not just a specific
group.
Yamira: What were
your thoughts and feelings during the start of
the Black Lives Matter
protests
following
George Floyd’s murder?
Christelle: I felt as
though those protests

were warranted and necessary for awareness of
the prominence of police
brutality against Black
people.
Yamira: After the
events of this summer, do
you believe your classmates have tried to educate
and
revise
themselves in light of the
protests? How so?
Christelle: I believe
that some of my classmates have had their
eyes opened. I do also believe that many saw the
protests as a trend and
went along with it while
others actually looked at
statistics, read articles,
and educated themselves.
Yamira: What advice,
if any, do you have for
teachers who want to be
better allies for BIPOC
students?
Christelle: My advice
would be to acknowledge
that racism is an actual
problem since many
think it isn’t and go beyond the white-washed
curriculum.
Yamira Patterson is a
junior at St. Petersburg
High School in the International Baccalaureate
Program. She is a student
activist coordinator with
Amnesty International
USA and involved in various youth-led advocacy organizations. She is also
the SPHS Black Students
Association’s co-president
and the SPHS Amnesty
International Club president.

Awesome Original Second Time Arounders Adult Marching Band goes
international
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Greater St. Petersburg
area
Awesome
Original Second Time
Arounders Marching Band
is excited to announce its
upcoming 40th anniversary season, which is
scheduled to include performances
throughout
Tampa Bay and culminate
in a tour of Dublin, Ireland,
where the band will march
in the city’s famed St.
Patrick’s Day Parade.
Co-founded by former
high school band director
Bill Findeison and colleague Herb Melleney,
the more than 400member strong all-adult
marching band gives former high school, college,
and military band members a chance to perform a
second time around in parades and field show exhibitions.

“The Rounders,” as the
group is affectionately
called, includes not just
musicians but a color
guard (flags and rifles),
twirlers, dancers, and an
honor guard. The organization draws members aged
18-80 from all over Tampa
Bay, Sarasota, and other
parts of Central Florida.
The Rounders also count
seasonal residents from as
far away as Germany and
California among its ranks.
The Second Time
Arounders is believed to be
the first all-adult community marching band in the
world. Others have followed The Rounders’ example, but the band
remains one of the few still
organized.
To celebrate 40 years of
music-making,
The
Rounders have accepted an

invitation to march in the
St. Patrick’s Day Festival
Parade in Dublin, Ireland.
Performances are also
scheduled in nearby
Kilkenny Castle as part of
the band’s five-day tour.
Since Dublin’s St. Patrick
Day Festival was canceled
in 2019 and 2020 due to
Covid-19, the much-anticipated 2022 event is expected to be the largest in
the city’s history.
In preparation for Ireland, The Rounders hope
to perform at several high
school marching band festivals throughout Central
Florida this fall and holiday
parades in Tampa Bay.
In 2019, The Second
Time Arounders performed for a worldwide television audience at the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade in New York City. It
was the band’s second invi-

tation to the legendary parade and the last time The
Rounders performed together due to the pandemic, which also canceled
the band’s scheduled 202021 season.
Throughout the years,
The Rounders have been
invited to perform at many
other well-known festivals,
and parades include the
Calgary Stampede in Alberta, Canada, the Rose
Festival in Portland, Ore.,
the San Antonio Fiesta Celebration, and Washington,
D.C.’s Cherry Blossom
Festival.
The Second Time
Arounders always welcomes new members with
marching band experience
who want to experience
performing one more time.
Rehearsals for their 202122 season will begin in September.
Auxiliary

members (color guard and
dancers) may be asked to
try out for available positions, but an audition is not
required for musicians.
Currently, membership
for majorettes (baton
twirlers) is closed. The
only requirement for all

members is a desire for excellence and a willingness
to attend rehearsals and
performances. To learn
more about the Second
Time Arounders or to explore becoming a member,
visit
secondtimearounders.org.
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GOW Food Pantry seeks to
alleviate pandemic-related food
insecurity in the community
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Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER GRAHAM

Bishop Buzzkill Bob – Part 4

Staff Writer

Apparently
some
don’t know about these
books in the Bible so for
the sake of them I will
help them out.
Or could it be I have
misinterpreted
scriptures, (fat chance of
that) but according to
these passages, there
are many more but these
will suffice for now, not
everyone is gonna get
into the same “pearly
gates” originally told to
them or maybe they just
forgot or maybe your
“passa” just didn’t know
or was taught that there
are more books in their
bible than originally believed and they are applicable to our lives today.
Rev 20
12 And I saw the
dead, small and great,
stand before God; and
the books were opened:
and another book was
opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their works.
13 And the sea gave
up the dead which were
in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead
which were in them: and
they were judged every
man according to their
works.
14 And death and
hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the
second death.
15 And whosoever
was not found written in
the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.
Rev 21
7 He who overcomes
[d]shall
inherit
all
things, and I will be his
God and he shall be My
son. 8 But the cowardly,
unbelieving,
abominable, murderers, sexu-

ST. PETERSBURG –
Well before the coronavirus pandemic, Pinellas
County grappled with an
all-too-familiar issue: food
insecurity. In St. Petersburg, it’s no secret that
food insecurity disproportionately affects Black
and Brown communities.
Midtown is still considered a food desert and
has been for the past four
years, ever since WalMart closed its Tangerine
Plaza location.
According to data
from Feeding Tampa Bay,
just under 125,000 people
suffered from food insecurity in Pinellas County.
The organization’s chief
programs officer recently
told Creative Loafing that
since the onslaught of the
pandemic, that number
has easily doubled.
Still, the community is
working to care for its
own. The St. Pete Youth
Farm grows and sells
fresh produce, and new
endeavors such as the
Southside Fresh Market
are working to provide
fresh food to the community.
Like many other community members, Samantha Richardson Hardy,
the founder of The Gathering of Women, Inc.,
wanted to actively help
her community through
the pandemic. She decided to start a food
pantry, which opened officially back in April of
2020.
At the time, hers was
one of the only accessible
options on St. Petersburg’s south side.
“The food pantry site
was critical to the project,” she said, noting that
after looking at COVID19 data and seeing the
many faces of people
within the lines at other
food pantries — most of
whom were Black and
Brown — she and her
team knew the pantry
needed to be located in
an area easily accessible
to her community.
When it first opened,
The Gathering of Women
Food Pantry struggled to

Samantha Richardson
find community partners
and distributors to help
provide food.
“On a couple of occasions, we were sent
boxes of spoiled food,”
Richardson Hardy said.
“We were very disappointed because we were
counting on the food for
the people in our community.”
The organization had
to search out and secure
a new distributor in the
middle of the pandemic
as food insecurity grew.
Likewise, partners were
slow to materialize.
Luckily, the food bank
received a resiliency
grant and a CARES Act
grant, which provided the
funds needed to secure
consistent food deliveries
for distribution. Much of
the CARES Act contract
funds went to help deliver
food to community seniors and people with disabilities as well. These
groups, she said, were
some of the most vulnerable to food insecurity because of the pandemic.
Eventually, Richardson Hardy also garnered
the support of partners
such as the St. Pete Free
Clinic and Suncoast
Haven of Rest.
Even though vaccines
are more widely available, the pandemic still
rages on, and food
pantries like the GOW
Food Pantry are a much
relied upon resource in
the community.
Richardson
Hardy
said the pantry sees

around 650 people come
through the organization
each week, and even
though the CARES Act
funds ran out last December, the need has not diminished.
With more people out
of work or under-employed than ever before,
Richardson Hardy said
the pantry is necessary,
even for those on the government SNAP program.
“Some of the people
in our community don’t
receive food stamps, and
for those that do, it’s not
enough, so we see them
at our food bank supplementing the food they
have.”
Since the expiration of
the CARES Act contract,
Richardson Hardy said
that the food pantry is
largely dependent on donations and pantry partners. She hopes to be
able to continue feeding
her community through
delivery and the pantry itself.
She encourages anyone willing to donate or
volunteer to contact
Gatheringofwomen2@g
mail.com or gowfoodpantry.org.
The food pantry is located at 2580 12th Ave. S,
and is open on Thursdays
and Fridays from 11-1
p.m. Food delivery to
those with disabilities and
seniors is available Monday through Thursday.
To
reach
Nicole
Slaughter Graham, email
nslaughtergraham@theweeklychallenger.com

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
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VISIT floridarevenue.com/disasterprep

ally immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars
shall have their part in
the lake which burns
with fire and brimstone,
which is the second
death.”
Rev 22
11 He who is unjust,
let him be unjust still; he
who is filthy, let him be
filthy still; he who is
righteous, let him be
righteous still; he who is
holy, let him be holy
still.”
12 “And behold, I am
coming quickly, and My
reward is with Me, to
give to every one according to his work. 13 I
am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the First
and the Last.”
14 Blessed are those
who do His commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree
of life, and may enter
through the gates into
the city. 15 But outside
are dogs and sorcerers
and sexually immoral
and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves
and practices a lie.
Last time I checked
this was the end of the
book and He made it
clear no one or nothing
comes after or before
Him.
Isaiah 5
11 Woe unto them
that rise up early in the
morning, that they may
follow strong drink; that
continue until night, till
wine inflame them!
12 And the harp, and
the viol, the tabret, and
pipe, and wine, are in
their feasts: but they regard not the work of the
Lord, neither consider
the operation of his
hands.
13 Therefore my peo-

ple are gone into captivity, because they have no
knowledge: and their honourable men are famished,
and
their
multitude dried up with
thirst.
14
THEREFORE
HELL
HATH
ENLARGED
HERSELF,
AND OPENED HER
MOUTH
WITHOUT
MEASURE:
AND
THEIR GLORY, AND
THEIR MULTITUDE,
AND THEIR POMP,
AND HE THAT REJOICETH, SHALL DESCEND INTO IT.
This week is short,
sweet and to the point or
str8 no chaser.
I know that this
should be eye opening to
most of you only because it wasn’t been revealed to you by those
you are sitting under.
My question to you is
this, are you gonna continue to stay and if so
know this, you will have
to give an account and if
you think you are gonna
be granted the opportunity to point the finger as
your “passa” go back
and read Rev 20 again.
The books are your life
and “passa” won’t be
there when they are
opened, only you, Jesus
and those books and
they will be compared to
the Book of Life. If for
any reason your books
are skewed when compared to the Book of
Life, well, you know the
rest. Please don’t try to
pull an Adam, “that
woman you gave to me”
because it will end worse
than Adam’s end.
Till next week,
Blessings,
Bishop Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, Jr.
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Document checklist
Personal papers to
take with you:
• Driver’s license or
ID card
• Important numbers
and emergency contacts
• Credit cards and
list of creditors
• Medical records
and blood type
• Prescription information (list of medications,
dosage,
prescription numbers,
etc.)
• Doctor’s contact information
• Cash and bank account numbers
• List of savings and
investments, including
CDs, stocks, bonds and
mutual funds
• Household inventory: paper copy, photos,
video tape or computer
disk

• List of insurance
policies with name of
company, type of policy
and policy number
• Copy of wills, trust
documents and living
wills
• Titles for your
house, car and other
property
• Birth, marriage, divorce, death and adop-

Important phone numbers & websites

tion certificates, and
passports
• List of family advisors, such as accountant,
attorney and religious
leader
• Educational and
military records
• Other special papers that would be difficult or impossible to
replace if lost

Evacuation kit, what to take?
PINELLAS COUNTY –
If you are evacuating to a
public shelter, pack your
essentials, but pack light
as space is limited. It is
possible you may only
have a space that measures 5 feet by 2 feet. Remember, a public shelter
is not a cruise ship, it is a
life boat with the mission
to save lives.
Suggested items for
a “go bag”
• Medications and
copies of prescriptions
• Nonperishable food
• Special dietary food
that is nonperishable
• Several gallons of
drinking water to keep in
your vehicle. A minimum
of one gallon per person.
• Bedding for a small
space
• Infant or child necessities (wipes, diapers,
bottles)
• Personal hygiene
items
• Change of clothes
• Eyeglasses

• Quiet games, toys
or reading materials
• Important papers
and valid ID
• Cash and a phone
list
If you are evacuating
to stay with friends or relatives or in a host home,
take your “go bag” and
ask in advance what kind
of space you’ll have for
your possessions and vehicles.
Prepare your home
to leave
Regardless of where
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you are evacuating, before you leave your
home, be sure to do the
following:
• Take your valuables and important papers with you
• Turn off all utilities
(water, electricity, gas) at
the main switch
• Lock windows and
doors
• Fill your gas tank
• Advise friends or
relatives of where you
are going

Alert
Pinellas
Emergency Notification Service
www.pinellascounty.o
rg/alertpinellas
Find Your Evacuation Level (727) 4533150 (use home phone)
www.pinellascounty.org/
knowyourzone
Pinellas County Information Center (open
only during emergencies) (727) 464-4333
Pinellas
County
Emergency Management (727) 464-3800
www.pinellascounty.org/
emergency
Municipalities
www.pinellascounty.org/
municipalities.htm
Other county numbers
Florida Department
of Health in Pinellas
County (727) 824-6900
www.pinellashealth.com
Pinellas County Animal Services (727) 5822600
www.pinellascounty.o
rg/animalservices
Pinellas County
Consumer Protection
(727) 464-6200
www.pinellascounty.o
rg/consumer
Pinellas
County
Economic
Development (727) 464-7332
www.pced.org
Pinellas County Information Line (727)
464-3000 / V/TDD (727)
464-4062
www.pinellascounty.o
rg
Pinellas
County
Schools (727) 588-6000
School Bus Info Line
(727) 587-2020
www.pcsb.org
Pinellas
County
Sheriff’s Office (nonemergency) (727) 5826200
www.pcsoweb.com
Pinellas
County
Solid Waste (727) 4647500
www.pinellascounty.org/solidwaste
Pinellas
County

Utilities (727) 464-4000
www.pinellascounty.org/
utilities
Pinellas Suncoast
Transit
Authority
(PSTA) (727) 540-1900
www.psta.net
St. Pete-Clearwater
International Airport
(727)
453-7800
www.fly2pie.com
Visit St. Petersburg/Clearwater
(Hotel/motel evacuation
info
inside
county)
www.visitstpeteclear water.com
State of Florida
Florida
Attorney
General’s Office (price
gouging) (866) 966-7226
www.myfloridalegal.com
Florida Division of
Emergency Management (non-emergency)
(850) 413-9969 www.floridadisaster.org
Florida
Highway
Patrol *FHP (mobile
phone) (727) 570-5010
www.flhsmv.gov/flori
da-highway-patrol/aboutfhp/
Federal agencies
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) (800) 621-3362
www.fema.gov
National Hurricane
Center
www.nhc.noaa.gov
National Weather Service/Tampa Bay Area
www.weather.gov/tbw
NOAA
Weather
Alert Radio Specific
Area Message Encoding
(SAME)
code
for
Pinellas County: 012103

Utility companies
Clearwater
Gas
(727) 562-4900 (general)
(727) 462-6633 (gas
leaks)
www.clearwatergas.c
om
Duke Energy (report outages) (800) 2288485
w w w . d u k e energy.com
Frontier (800) 9218101 www.frontier.com
Spectrum (855) 2220102
www.spectrum.com/
ser vices/florida/pinellas-county
TECO Peoples Gas
(877) 832-6747 (gas
leaks)
www.peoplesgas.com
TECO (report outages)
(877) 588-1010 www.tampaelectric.com
WOW! (866) 7453685 www.wowway.com
Other agencies
2-1-1 Referral Line
- Tampa Bay Cares
www.211tampabay.org
American
Red
Cross (727) 898-3111
www.redcross.org/fl/ta
mpa-bay
Federal
Alliance
For
Safe
Homes
(FLASH) (877) 221-7233
www.flash.org
Insurance Institute
for
Business
and
Home Safety (IBHS)
(813) 286-3400 www.disastersafety.org
United Way (813)
274-0900 www.unitedwaysuncoast.org
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Information for special needs residents
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Residents of all ages with
special needs, those without transportation, and
the elderly require extra
attention and preparation
to stay protected in
weather emergencies.
Though
Pinellas
County government has
education programs in
place to help these citizens prepare and find safe
shelter, the responsibility
for storm preparation
rests with individuals and
their families or caregivers. That planning
needs to happen early.
DO
NOT
WAIT
UNTIL THE STORM IS
RAGING. Emergency personnel may not be able to
respond when high winds
make road travel hazardous. Plan for safe shelter now.
Residents with Special Needs should Register:
Residents with certain
medical conditions can
get help during an evacuation. Special needs shelters will open for those
requiring minimal medical assistance.
If you need transportation to a shelter,
pre-registration is required. If you have your
own transportation to a
special needs shelter, preregistration is not required, but is strongly
recommended. For those
requesting transportation
assistance, your local fire

department will contact
you before an evacuation.
You may bring your
caregiver and/or family
with you to a special
needs shelter. Please
note, you are not obligated to go to a special
needs shelter once registered if you have made
other safe and secure
arrangements.
To Register:
• Complete and print
a registration form :
• English https://bit.ly/3fqeCXy
• Spanish https://bit.ly/34jCTYZ
Mail the completed
form to:
Pinellas County Emergency Management
Public Safety Complex
10750 Ulmerton Rd.,
Building 1, Suite 267
Largo, FL 33778
• Call Pinellas County
Emergency Management
at (727) 464-3800 to receive a form by mail.
• Call your nearest
fire department or home
health care provider.
• Once registered,
your application will be reviewed. If we need additional information, or if
other options are available
to you, we will contact you
at the phone number you
provided.
•
Service
animals that have been
individually trained to do
work or perform a task
for a person with a disability are allowed in any shel-

ter; there is no registration requirement.
• Pets are only allowed in pet-friendly
shelters. If you are registered for a special needs
shelter and you have no
other options for your pet,
call Pinellas County Animal Services at (727) 5822600 to register your pet.
Animal Services will
make arrangements for
your pet to be taken to a
host home. Pets will not
be allowed to stay in the
special needs shelter.
What to Expect from
a Special Needs Shelter:
The Florida Department of Health in Pinellas
County and School Board
staff these shelters with
nurses and other medical
personnel. Oxygen is
available, but air conditioning may not be available
if
power
is
interrupted.
Before going to a shelter, arrange to bring at
least a two-week supply of
any medications you need
along with any needed
portable equipment. If
you have special diet requirements, be sure to
pack your own special
nonperishable snacks.
For your own comfort,
bring items such as bedding, sheets, pillows and
blankets. Cots are available only on a limited
basis and are not guaranteed.
Special needs shelters

do not have hospital beds
and cannot assist those
with acute medical problems.
Good Advice for all
Residents with Special
Needs:
Whether you go to a
special needs shelter or
not, here’s some good advice to keep in mind when
preparing for hurricane
season:
• Start a personal support network of people
you can count on during
an emergency.
• Create an emergency health information
card that is customized to
you.
• Complete an emergency contact list with
names and phone numbers of family members,
friends, doctors, insurance information and hospital preferences.
• Conduct an ability
self-assessment. Know
what you can and cannot
do. Talk with your health
care provider about a realistic plan.
• Maintain a current
list of medications and at
least a two-week supply.
• Keep important
equipment and assistive
devices in a consistent,
convenient and secured
place.
On
Track
with
Transportation:
• PSTA buses will run
nearly all their routes
until itls no longer safe to
travel. During an evacua-

tion, buses will also run
from transfer stations to
local shelters. All rides
are free during an evacuation. Be prepared in advance by locating your
nearest bus stop.
• Call the PSTA InfoLine (727) 540-1900/
TDD (7276) V540-0603.
For current route information during a storm, go
to www.psta.net/weathera
lert.php
Special Needs Supply
List:
Some
additional
items to be considered:
Wheelchairs:
• A patch kit and extra
inner tubes
• Gloves in case of
broken glass or debris
• An extra battery
and/or a converter for
charging
Visual impairments:
• Talking or Braille
clock
• An extra white cane,

magnifier and glasses
• Mark your disaster
supplies with fluorescent
tape
Hearing or speech
impairments:
• • Extra batteries for
hearing aids
Pencil and paper for
communicating
emergency information
• Power converter for
your laptop
• Preprinted key
phrases you would use in
an emergency
Personal supplies:
• Two-week supply of
dressing materials, nasal
cannulas
or
suction
catheters
• Two-week supply of
prescriptions
• Cooler for refrigerated medications
• Special dietary food
For more special
needs
information,
visit Ready.gov
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Plan ahead for your pets
Pinellas County pet
owners have options when
it comes to pet-friendly
emergency shelters. The
Pinellas County School
Board and Pinellas County
government have three
pet-friendly shelter locations.
• Each of these facilities are substantially built,
have large indoor gyms
and separate air handlers
to ensure the comfort and
safety of allergic citizens
who shelter there. Pet shelters accept only cats and
dogs.
• Animal shelters, such
as Pinellas County Animal
Services, the Humane Society and the SPCA, cannot
accept your pets.
• Don’t assume that a
boarding
kennel
or
hotel/motel will accept
your pet. Check ahead and
look for kennels in nonevacuation zones.
Things To Do:
• Take your pet when
you evacuate. Do not leave
your pets at home!

• Ask friends or family
living outside of evacuation
areas if they can keep your
pet.
• Keep a pet carrier
(portable kennel) for each
pet – one that allows your
pet to stand and turn
around. The carrier should
be marked with your pet’s
identification.
• Make sure all your
pet’s vaccinations are current and have proof available of its current
county-issued rabies vaccination.
• If you must use a kennel as a last resort, make
sure it is not in an evacuation zone and reserve
space as soon as possible.
Kennels require proof of
vaccinations.
Pet Disaster Supply
Kit:
• Proper identification
• Immunization and
medical records
• County license rabies tag
• Food and water (2
wks. supply)

• Food/water bowls
• A carrier or portable
kennel
• Medications
• Muzzle, collar and
leash
• Manual can opener
• Current photo of pet
• Feeding and water
bowls
• Favorite toys and
blanket
• Cat litter/pan and
scoop
• Grooming items
• Plastic bags to handle waste
• Disinfectant
Register Your Pet:
Residents must register
themselves and their pets
for these pet-friendly shelters, as space is limited.
Mobile home residents are
given first priority. Call
(727) 582-2150 or download a registration form at
https://bit.ly/3bV55W6
and return it to:
Pinellas County Animal
Services, 12450 Ulmerton
Road, Largo, FL 33774 , fax
(727) 582-2637

Pet-Friendly Hotels
/ Motels:
Call the St. Petersburg/Clearwater Area
Convention & Visitors Bureau at (727) 464-7200 or
check the following websites during an evacuation:
• www.visitstpeteclearwater.com
• www.floridapets.net
• www.petswelcome.com
• www.LetsGoPets.com
• www.petfriendlyhotels.com
• www.petfriendlytravel.com
• www.1clickpethotels.com
• www.travelpets.com
• www.dogfriendly.com
Pet Shelters
• Oak Grove Middle
School, 1370 S. Belcher
Road, Clearwater
• Dunedin Middle
School, 70 Patricia Ave.,
Dunedin
• Thurgood Marshall
Middle School, 3901 22nd
Ave. S, St. Petersburg
Post-disaster animal
collection & temporary

collection site
After a storm, stray animals will be collected and
staged at temporary collection sites prior to transfer
to more permanent shelters. The location of these
collection sites will be determined based on prevailing conditions. Every
effort will be made to inform the public of these lo-

cations so that animals can
be returned to their owners as quickly as possible.
Once the site(s) have
been determined you
should look for your pet(s)
at the location nearest your
home and where you last
saw your pet. To report a
lost pet, call Pinellas
County Animal Services at
(727) 582-2600.
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CONNECT WITH US!
Public Shelters
As we prepare for hurricane season, here are a
few key things we want
you to be aware of:
• Following social distancing will keep everyone safer. In general,
public shelters we will increase amount of space
per
individual/family
households, increase routine cleaning of common
areas, and work to provide proper hand washing
materials and hand sanitizer, as able.
• Cloth face coverings
are recommended when
you are in public places.
Plan to bring your own
mask to a shelter. Have
enough clean masks per
person in your household
in your hurricane kit.
• We also recommend
hand sanitizer and wipes
as part of your kit. The
county will work diligently throughout the
season to obtain additional sanitizer at shelter
sites.
• Family units will be
allowed to share the space
assigned to them. We will
need to maintain appropriate distance requirements
between each family unit.
• Remember: public
shelters do not have cots
or generators, and the
space you will be able to
utilize is limited. Prepare
by bringing:
• A one-person air
mattress
• Books and activities
• A fan
• Earplugs
• Covering for your
eyes for sleeping
• Other hygiene, comfort items and medications Often, there is food
and water served, but you
may want to bring your
own food if you are on a
special diet.
If you are COVID19 positive or pending
test results
If you are feeling ill at
the time of an evacuation,
are awaiting test results,
or have tested positive for
COVID-19, you may have
to shelter in a separate
shelter, away from other

individuals for health and
safety. Stay informed for
the latest CDC guidance
and local orders as a
storm approaches.
Special needs shelters
Special needs shelters
are for those who have
minimal medical needs or
who are dependent on
electricity for life-sustaining equipment. They are
not for residents of assisted living facilities or
long-term nursing care.
You can ask your facility’s
administrator for information on your facility’s
emergency plan.
The guidelines that
apply to general public
shelters will be the same
in special needs shelters.
Additional precautions
will be taken when transporting citizens to the
shelters.
• Caregivers and immediate family members
will stay together as a family unit, with appropriate
spacing between each
unit.
• As with public shelters, precautions will be
taken to keep the area
clean and sanitized. Keep
in mind that not all special
needs shelters have cots
for everyone, so bring a
one-person air mattress
with you. You will need
your own medical equipment and cloth face coverings for each person in
your party.
• Please preregister
for special needs shelters
by calling (727) 464-3800
or go to the website
at www.pinellascounty.org
/specialneeds to download a form and to get
more information.
• Please see the section on public sheltering
for other general guidelines.
Special needs and
pets
If you are staying at a
special needs shelter,
your pet cannot stay with
you. If you do not have a
family member or friend
who can take care of your
pet while you are in the

special needs shelter, the
staff and volunteers at
Pinellas County Animal
Services will care for your
dog or cat.
• Simply bring your
dog or cat with you to the
special needs shelter. An
Animal Services staff
member or volunteer will
bring them to the dog and
cat shelter on Ulmerton
Road in Largo.
• You will need to provide a leash, carrier, license, health records,
medication and any special instructions. Food is
supplied but you can send
your own.
• Once you return
home, Animal Services
staff will bring your pet
home to you.
• Remember, to be eligible you must be preregistered
with
the
Emergency Management
Special Needs program.
Call Emergency Management at (727) 464-3800 to

receive a form by mail or
call your nearest fire department or home health
provider.
Please note this is only
for cats and dogs. If you
have a pet other than a cat
or dog, make plans now
for someone to care for
them while you are staying in the shelter.
Service animals are
welcome at any shelter;
note that you must bring
the service animal’s supplies.
Special needs transportation
If you need assistance
with transportation, your
fire department will pick
you up and bring you to a
special needs shelter, but
you MUST REGISTER.
You can register by filling
out a special needs regis-

tration form, which you
can get by calling (727)
464-3800 or downloading
at www.pinellascounty.
org/specialneeds.
When an evacuation is
called, your fire department will call you, and
verify that you are still in
need of transportation assistance to a shelter.
Please be ready with your
belongings. They will assist you with your belongings and any medical
equipment that you have.
How kids can help
Make plans with the
whole family
• Involve children in
emergency planning.
• Let them help build
the Emergency Preparedness Kit. Use matter-offact language to discuss
safety steps you will take.

• Play “let’s pretend”
games with young children to help them work
out “what if” situations.
What you might
need
If you are evacuating
or even if you’re riding
out the storm at home,
don’t forget the everyday
items your children will
need. Think through a
typical day at home and
plan as if there will be no
power. A few suggestions:
• Face masks
• Diapers and wipes
• Powdered milk
• Blanket and pacifier
• Stuffed animal or favorite toy
• Favorite non-perishable snacks
• Toys
• Games
• Plenty of batteries

County Shelters
Status
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed

Shelter Name
Bauder ES
Belleair ES
Boca Ciega HS
Campbell Park ES
Carwise MS
Clearwater Fundamental MS
Dunedin Community Center
Dunedin Highland MS
East Lake HS
East Lake MS
Fairmount Park ES
Gibbs HS
Gulfport ES
High Point ES
Jamerson ES
John Hopkins MS
Largo HS
Lealman Exchange
Lealman Innovation
McMullen Booth ES
Melrose ES
Mildred Helms ES
New Heights ES
Oak Grove MS
Palm Harbor CSA
Palm Harbor MS
Palm Harbor University HS
Ross Norton Recreation Center
Sanderlin K-8
Sexton ES
Skycrest ES
SPC Midtown
Thurgood Marshall MS

Address (Google Maps)
12755 86th Ave N, Seminole
1156 Lakeview Rd, Clearwater
924 58TH ST S, Gulfport
1051 7th Ave S, St. Petersburg
3301 BENTLY DR, Palm Harbor
1660 PALMETTO ST, Clearwater
1920 PINEHURST RD, Dunedin
70 PATRICIA AVE, Dunedin
1300 SILVER EAGLE DR, Tarpon Springs
1200 Silver Eagle Dr #9101, Tarpon Springs
575 41ST ST S, St. Petersburg
850 34th St S, St. Petersburg
2014 52ND ST S, Gulfport
5921 150TH AVE N, Clearwater
1200 37th St S, St. Petersburg
701 16th St S, St. Petersburg
410 Missouri Ave, Largo
5175 45th St N, St. Petersburg
4900 28th St N, Lealman
3025 Union St, Clearwater
1752 13th Ave S, St. Petersburg
561 Clearwater Largo Rd S, Largo
3901 37th St N, St. Petersburg
1370 S Belcher Rd, Clearwater
1500 16th St, Palm Harbor
1800 Tampa Rd, Palm Harbor
1900 Omaha St, Palm Harbor
1426 S Martin Luther King Jr Ave, Clearwater
2350 22nd Ave S, St. Petersburg
1997 54th Ave N, St. Petersburg
10 N Corona Ave, Clearwater
1300 22nd Street S, St. Petersburg
3901 22nd Ave S, St. Petersburg

Shelter Type
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
Special Needs
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
Pet Friendly
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
Special Needs
Pet Friendly
Special Needs
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
Pet Friendly
General Shelter
General Shelter
Special Needs
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
General Shelter
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Survival kit for staying home
If you are staying
home during a hurricane
Here’s a list of items to
consider for your survival
kit. Keep items in airtight
plastic bags or containers. Replace stored water
every six months and
double check battery expiration dates.
Suggested items for
a “stay kit”
• One-week supply of
food that requires no
cooking and fluids to
drink
• Ready-to-eat canned
meats, fruits and vegetables
• Nuts, beef jerky and
trail mix
• Raisins, peanut butter and granola bars

• Formula or baby
food
• Canned juices or
sports drinks
• One gallon of water
per person per day
• Non-electric can
opener
• Utility knife
• Cups, plates and
plastic utensils
• Cooler and ice
• Pet food
First Aid Supplies
• Adhesive bandages,
gauze pads and tape
• Soap and anti-bacterial hand gel
• Antiseptic
• Latex gloves, scissors and tweezers
• Thermometer
• Sunscreen

• Over-the-counter
pain reliever
• Anti-diarrhea medicine and laxative
• Anti-itch cream
Tools and Emergency Supplies
• Flashlight and
lanterns
• Battery-operated
radio
• Extra batteries
• Matches or lighter
in a waterproof container
• Compass and local
maps with shelter locations
• A shut-off wrench
and other tools
• Paper and pencil
• Plastic sheeting and
tarps
• Elastic cords or
rope

• Tarps and plastic
sheeting
Sanitation
• Portable toilet (5gallon bucket, heavy
trash bags, chlorine
bleach)
• Toilet paper and
moist towelettes
• Feminine supplies
• Personal hygiene
items
Clothing and bedding
• One complete
change of clothing and
shoes per person
• Sturdy shoes or
work boots
• Rain gear
• Blankets and sleeping bags
• Sunglasses

Kids and Entertainment
• Favorite nonperishable snacks
• Powdered milk
• Stuffed animal or favorite toy

• Blanket and pacifier
• Diapers and wipes
• Card and board
games
• Books for all ages.
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I AM 400 banner brings celebration of Black history to campus
An art banner designed to honor 400 years
of African American history is now mounted on
the main academic building on USF’s St. Petersburg campus, where
organizers say it will
serve as a powerful symbol of the campus’ commitment to honoring the
Black experience.
Called “I AM 400,” the
banner was created by father and son artists
Jerome and Jeromyah
Jones from Richmond, Va.
It is a collection of 69
painted portraits of notable pioneers from the
African American community, such as Martin
Luther King Jr., Arthur
Ashe, Stevie Wonder, and
trailblazing NASA mathematician Katherine Johnson.
“This shows we value
the people; we value the
history, and we want to
learn
more,”
said
Michelle Madden, campus diversity officer. “We
want people to know we
care about different perspectives, we care about
different people, and we
are striving to be inclusive.”
The portraits have
been transformed into
digital
images
and
arranged on a 4-by-12

vinyl banner. The banner
is intended to highlight
the achievements and victories of African Americans in the 400 years
since the arrival of the
first enslaved Africans in
colonial North America.
“We call ourselves visual
historians,”
Jeromyah Jones said during a virtual lecture held
to celebrate the banner’s
arrival at USF. “In other
words, we’re documenting the history that we
see today. Beyond that,
we take what we learn
from yesterday, apply it to
what we see in the news
today so that we can predict what will happen tomorrow.”
Some of the portraits
were autographed by the
subjects, including New
York
Congresswoman
Shirley Chisholm; actors
Ossie Davis and Ruby
Dee; musician Wynton
Marsalis; author Alex
Haley and attorney Oliver
Hill.
There is a special connection between the banner and USF’s St.
Petersburg campus. One
of the notable figures depicted is historian John
Hope Franklin, who was a
close friend and mentor to
Ray Arsenault, the John
Hope Franklin Professor

of Southern History, who
recently retired after 40
years of teaching on the
campus.
The banner is being
displayed in a variety of locations, including at the
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science in Los Angeles, the
August Wilson Center for
African American Culture
in Pittsburgh, Hampton
University’s William R.
and Norma B. Harvey Library, the African Union
Mission in Washington,
D.C., and the Afrocentric
Alternative School in
Toronto.
Madden said she first
learned of the project
after receiving an email
from the artists. She
brought the idea of acquiring the banner to the
Chancellor’s
Advisory
Council on Issues of Diversity and Inclusive
Community
(CADIC),
whose members enthusiastically agreed.
After some discussion,
the group decided that
the banner should be displayed on Davis Hall,
which is named after Lowell E. Davis, the first
African American to serve
as dean of the USF St. Petersburg campus from
1986 to 1989. The location
is symbolic as well as visi-

ble to faculty, staff, students, and members of
the community.
Geveryl Robinson, an
English instructor who
also serves to advance diversity at USF through
her work with several different groups, including
the Senate Council on
Racial Justice and the
USF Black Faculty and
Staff Steering Committee,
said she notices something new every time she
looks at the banner.
“When I see it, I feel
pride, and I feel peace,”
Robinson said. “Pride be-

cause of everything that is
depicted. That’s what I
love about it: It’s not just
about the struggle. It’s
victories, and it’s triumph,
and it’s a lot of different
things that make up who I
am. That’s the reason why
it gives me a sense of
peace.”
Both Madden and
Robinson said they have
already heard from professors who plan to incorporate the banner into
their teaching. In addition, they believe it will inspire hope in students as
well as a deeper under-

standing of the Black experience in America.
“I know my students
will be taking a field trip to
look over and discuss the
different people on the
banner,” Robinson said.
“I’m really excited to include this in my classes,
and I’m grateful to the
campus for understanding and realizing the importance of it.”
To watch a video of a
discussion with artists
Jerome and Jeromyah
Jones, please visit here.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Please Touch Us Jesus
Please Touch us JESUS, and let us know;
That you are near, so that we may grow.

Our fervent prayer is that they will grow to
always love and honor You.

Please touch us JESUS, and cleanse our
hearts;
Let us love You forever, so we may never
depart.

Please touch us LORD JESUS help keep us
humble and learn to forgive ourselves;
Your touch blesses us with courage, peace,
strength and our precious health.

Please touch us JESUS, heal us with your
care;
Let us be an example, so others may be
aware.

Thank you JESUS, for Your touch, yes we
do love You;
It is so amazing what your miraculous and
loving touch can do.”

To be aware of the touch of Your grace,
goodness, Your kindness and patience too;

AMEN

Please touch us LORD JESUS so that we
may always be, a reflection of You.
Please touch us JESUS, for we are grateful
for Your love;
Help us to show all others that miracles
truly come from above.
Please touch us JESUS, and touch our family too;

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Mathew 17:7
“And JESUS came and touched them, and
said Arise and be not afraid.”
Matthew 14:36
“And besought Him that if they could only
touch the hem of His garment: and as
many who touched were made perfectly
whole.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Faith Memorial to Host Virtual VBS for Second Year
BY LYNN GORDON
As the community continues to navigate
the COVID-19 pandemic, Faith Memorial
Missionary Baptist Church continues to use
technology to reach the community and beyond. The Faith Christian Education Ministry is making plans for Vacation Bible
School to be held on Zoom from June 7-11
from 6:00pm-8pm each night. The theme for
this year’s week of study is “Lego & Let God!
Building God’s Kingdom…Being Led by the
Holy Spirit: Bible Lessons on Spiritual Gifts”.
Pastor Robert A. Vinson, Jr. is excited that
Faith has the opportunity to share what
promises to be informative, spirit filled lessons each night for all ages – adults, teens,

and children. Zoom login for VBS will be
available on the church’s Facebook page
(@FaithMemorialMBC), Instagram page
(@faithmemorialmbc), and website at
www.faithmemorialmbc.org.
The church’s theme for 2021 is Growing
in Discipleship...Staying Spiritually Connected Through Prayer, Practice, and Power
- Matthew 28:18-20, John 15:4-5. Pastor Vinson is thrilled and thankful that technology
allows the Faith congregation and others,
near and far to be spiritually connected. The
congregation continues worshipping via
Zoom for church school, worship service,
and Bible Study each week. Zoom login information for weekly worship and Bible
Study is available on the church’s website.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
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Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

Some Things to Consider for the
Summer – Proverbs 21
We need to prayerful that
the summer provides a good,
safe time for our youth as well
as everyone else. In Proverbs
21:1 Solomon lets us know that
God controls all things from
water to the mightiest of authorities, or powerful men and
women. While summer is a
more relaxed time for our children and can offer opportunities to experience things they
couldn’t do during the school
term. Summer can also be a
ruthless time and as caretakers we worry about what will
happen to them during the
summer months, but we can
take comfort and courage that
God controls all things and
allow him to have his way in
every aspect of our living.
Pastor Brown offered four
points for us to consider for the
summer. The first from verse
3 – Thoughts on Behavior. As
we think on behavior for this
summer let our behavior be
just, honorable, and respectful
to people’s property, lives, and
thoughts of fellow human beings and do for others what we
would hope they do for us. We
should behave as we believe.
Believe verse 1 that God is in
control of everything, including each one of us and reflect
that God is controlling our
lives, thoughts, conversations,
hands, feet, heart, and direction. Everything we do is a reflection on God.
The second point from
verse 19 – Thoughts on Peace.
The verse suggests that people can be contentious, and
women can be angry and that
it would be better to spend
time by yourself than with people who will say or do things
that we shouldn’t. If we are to

live this summer peacefully
with neighbors, siblings,
friends, or strangers take in
consideration that it may be
better to get away from people
who have a tendency to make
you do and say bad things. We
are to guard our life and peace
even if it means putting distance between ourselves and
that which take our peace.
The third point from verse
23 – Thoughts on Self-Control.
The text does not say God will
keep our tongue, but ‘whoso
keepeth his tongue’. God will
give us wisdom to keep our
own mouth and tongue. God
expects us to exercise self-control that says I don’t have to say
everything I feel or say what I
think. Consider that if what we
say will not help, hope, or heal,
is it worth saying? What we
say can help us or cause us
harm. The text was written
before Facebook and Twitter,
so self-control needs to include
what we communicate. God is
looking for us to control and
tame our tongue and control
and censor our communications. We should be considerate this summer about our
thoughts on behavior, peace,
and self-control.
The last point from verses
30-31 – Thoughts on God’s
Power. Verse 30 says there is
nothing a person can consider,
be wise enough, be understudying enough and have
counsel enough to figure out
how to oppose God. The
horse can do all that it can to
maintain the safety of the rider
in battle but no matter how
prepared, how strong, or awesome the horse is the only preserver of life is God. God has
the power to overrule every-
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Praying in the Already

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
thing meant for our evil to
work out for our good. God is
the only one who has the
power to overcome all things.
Instead of worrying about
what’s going to happen we
need to talk to Jehovah God
who says there’s no counsel,
wisdom or understanding
that’s against him. We can be
prepared to give right instructions to do all that needs to be
done but only the Lord can
guarantee safety. For the children, we must do our part to
prepare them but only the
Lord can guarantee the outcome. We do what we can,
then trust God to do what we
can’t know to do. As we head
into the summer, please include God, the source of all
power.
On the first Sunday in
June, parking lot Communion
Service will begin at 9:00 a.m.
We will celebrate the Pastor’s
Anniversary on the second
Sunday in June with a parking
lot service beginning at 8:00
a.m. Rev. Wayne Thompson
will bring the message. On the
third Sunday Father’s Day will
be celebrated with a parking
lot service beginning at 9:00
a.m. Please join our live
stream service on YouTube @
St Mark MBC each Sunday @
10:20 and bible study on
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
May God continue to bless
and keep you.

Remember – Psalm 92
In the early stages of the pandemic, we drew closer to God.
We trusted, listened, etc. in ways
we may not have before. We communed and communicated more
with God. Then turns began,
fewer death, the possibility of a
vaccine, then a vaccine first for the
elderly, then vaccine for others
and now less restrictions for mask
wearing and gatherings. With
each turn we began to seek God
less than when we were in the
depths of the pandemic. But God
would have us to know that there
are somethings we should remember. After a year and a half of
COVID 19, the Psalmist helps us
to not forget what God has done
in our lives and remember God is
the reason we can get out. We
can’t get caught up with the idea
of freedom so much that we forget
the one who gives us freedom.
Pastor Brown presented four
points for our consideration. From
verses 1-3 of Psalm 92 - we should
remember to worship God. We
cannot have greater celebrations
without God because he is the
reason, we are able to do the
things we do. We must affirm

God, his glory, faithfulness, goodness, and favor because God is in
control. We shouldn’t wait to worship on Sunday, but God is to be
worshipped everyday he gives us
another day.
The second point from verses
4 and 5 - we are to remember
God’s work. Every day God
works in our lives. Every good
and perfect gift comes from God.
To remember that if it had not
been for God where would be.
We should be willing to give God
glory and to affirm that God
breathed life on us, gives us
breath, and sustains us. We
should see God in everything and
realize that if he ceased to do anything we would do nothing.
The third point from verses 6
– 10 - remember God’s war. God
is at war with wickedness and will
triumph. Whatever is outside of
the boundaries of God, God declares war upon it. God will triumph over everything that is out
of alignment with his will, his way,
and his word. If in opposition to
God, it may look like you’re winning but, in the end, God wins
over everything. He will have the

“He asked this only to
try him, for he already had in
mind what he was going to
do (John 6:6).”
Many people see prayers
from the imagery of two
roles: Santa Claus or a shortorder cook. Some see a
Santa Claus who gives out
toys and gifts based on their
naughty or nice behavior.
The thought is that if you do
all the right things, then God
hears and answers your
prayers. However, if you
think, say. or do something
that is not right or perfect,
then God will not give you
what you desire.
Others see God as a
short-order cook. A waitress
takes your order then calls it
out to the cook who makes it

in the kitchen. When your
order is ready, the cook rings
the bell signaling the waitress to pick it up and bring it
to your table so that you can
eat it and pay the bill. Some
people believe that through
prayer, God takes your requests, cooks them up, and
delivers them to you.
When you pray in the already, you realize that God is
neither Santa Claus nor a
short-order cook. According
to the scriptures, “He has
given us all things that pertain unto life and godliness
according to the power who
has called us to glory and
virtue (II Peter 1:3).” Everything you need or desire naturally or spiritually is ready
and waiting for you to re-

ceive.
God has already given
you all things that pertain to
life. That means that all your
natural needs and desires,
such as a home, mode of
transportation, health, career, or a loving relationship,
are done. All things that pertain to life and godliness are
complete. That means that
all your spiritual needs and
desires, such as the fruit of
the Spirit (character of God),
gifts of the Spirit (powerful
tools), ascension gifts (positions in ministry), and opportunities to do serve are
yours.
According to the Principle of Divine Provision, you
lack nothing. Affirm daily:
“Everything I need, I have.”

your earthly lips and feel it
with your earthly hands. “Your
kingdom come your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven
(Matthew 6:10).” Faith is your
ability to bring positive things
from the invisible to the visible
so that you can smell it with
your physical nostrils.
Faith is the wisdom to
know that if you are praying
for something that does not
manifest, it means one of two
things. First, it may mean that
what we are praying for is not
good for you. God, your Father, only gives good gifts to
his children (Matthew 7:11).
Therefore, use the Kingdom
Principle of Divine Order and
release the request by saying
to yourself, “Things are happening exactly the way that
they are supposed to happen.”
Quote this scripture aloud,
“And we know that all things

work together for good to
them that love God to them
who are the called according
to His purpose (Romans
8:28).”
Secondly, a non-manifested prayer may mean that
what you desire requires patience because you are not
ready for it, or it is not ready for
you. Therefore, use the Kingdom Principle of Divine Timing and release the request by
saying to yourself, “Things are
happening exactly when they
are supposed to happen.” Affirm the scripture, “You have
need of patience after that you
have done the will of God that
you might receive the promise
(Hebrews 10:36).” In the silence, the Holy Spirit reveals to
you which of these two scenarios are in play and will give you
further instructions.

Prayer & Faith
“Have faith in God, Jesus
answered (Mark 11:22).”
Faith is the movement of
ideas from one realm to another realm. The spiritual has
already answered your prayer
and is waiting for you to manifest the answers in the natural,
physical realm (Daniel 10:1213). Therefore, faith is bringing your good from the
spiritual realm into the natural
realm where you can see it
with your natural eyes and
hear it with your natural ears.
“Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, neither has it entered
into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him,
but it is revealed to us by God’s
Spirit (I Corinthians 2:9-10).”
Faith is moving what you
desire from the heavenly
realm to the earthly realm,
where you can taste it with

last word and prevail over everything that’s been done to be divisive. There are wicked practices
taking place, but God sees all,
knows all. God will prevail over it.
While some may plan and plot
wickedness for us God is planning
for our success.
The last point from verse 12 –
15 - remember that we are God’s
workers. God wants us to begin
to disembark from the pandemic,
but our coming out should show
the world what we’ve been doing
while we’ve been in. We should
come out worshipping God, come
out acknowledging and celebrating God for the work he has done,
come out remembering what God
is warring against and spend our
time being a worker of God who
present hands for God to use, our
heart, our voice, our lives, love,
and labor for the glory of God, that
it might move others to worship
God.
Please join our live stream
service on YouTube @ St Mark
MBC each Sunday @ 10:20 and
bible study on Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m. May God continue to
bless and keep you.
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Breaking the stigma of mental wellness in faith
ST. PETERSBURG —
Like any other millennial,
Marilyn Shaw quickly
found herself engulf in the
hustle, on the grind, build
your legacy now lifestyle
that’s sensationalized on
social media. Working
multiple jobs, juggling
bills, college and marriage before she was 20,
Shaw finally found the
end of her rope and had a
complete mental breakdown.
“At the time, people
didn’t really talk about
mental health, especially
in the church,” she said.
“I felt ashamed by my
breakdown and went
right back to working,
pretending as nothing

had happened.”
A few years down the
road, Shaw heard someone else’s story, which
turned a light on for her:
there was no shame or betrayal of her faith in God
in asking for professional
help.
“In a lot of communities of faith, the mindset is
to just ‘pray it away,’”
Shaw explained. “But I realized there were resources that would help
me, and when I began to
use them, I saw that it was
safe to talk about what
was going on and that
therapy was something
God provided me to heal
my trauma.”
A decade later, Shaw’s

experience has led her to
a great desire to help
other women of faith connect and talk about their
issues and try to learn to
love themselves – no matter what. Shaw recently
launched her website,
Myfaitherapy.com, intending to help ambitious
women like herself redefine their lives by prioritizing their faith and mental
wellness.
According to “Business Insider,” there has
been a 47 percent increase in depression
among millennials, attributed to stress about debt,
healthcare, childcare and
housing. And in a culture
where hard work – even

to the point of burnout - is
deemed admirable, Shaw
said this isn’t surprising.
“There are so many
stressors for women
today, and I want them to
learn to show themselves
compassion and love because that takes a lot of
pressure off the expectations we put on ourselves,” Shaw asserted. “I
also want them to realize
that going to therapy is
for everyone, even if you
don’t have a clinical mental illness.”
Myfaitherapy.com connects them with trained
mental health counselors
and coaches and community support for women
with access to daily affir-

mations and devotionals.
“With Faitherapy, I
want to break the stigma
and normalize talking
about mental wellness in
communities of faith.
We’re providing resources
that fit into a busy woman’s
lifestyle through one-onone and group support.”
Shaw herself is a certified mental health first
aider, and she has also
written an e-book that was
just released, “The Build
Up from Break Down,”
which details her journey
from her breakdown as a
college student to rebuilding her life through faith
and therapy.
You can learn more
about Faitherapy and join

Marilyn Shaw
the movement at myfaitherapy.com,
where
you can also purchase
Shaw’s book.

Betty's Creative Designs
Ms. Betty - Artist

Head Wear, Lace Hankies, Corsages, Masks,
Decorative Glassware and Specialty Gift Items and more!

CELL 727.685.8384 | HOME 727.323.0265
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ellas County with

ALL KIDS IN THE KITCHEN
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serve are still our main priority.

FIT4ALL F
FA
AMILIES
June 15 - July 6 • Tu
Tuesdays • 6-7:30 p.m.
Presented by Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital

We are in this together and
we will get through it together.
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I’m protecting what’s
mine. And yours.
I’ve always seen it as my role to protect
my community, and that’s why I’m
talking to everyone I know about the
COVID vaccines. They’re safe, effective
and taken by millions. Let’s protect
what’s ours, and press play on life.
Find vaccines near you at vaccines.gov
or call 1-800-232-0233 to ﬁnd vaccines
near you.
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St. Pete’s Cultured Books recognized by Verizon, Chris Godwin, and featured on Good Morning America
BOOKS, from front page

may turn that in as payment for a new book.
“The average cost of a
book is $18.99 for a child,
so imagine a family of four
wanting to buy two or
three books for each
child,” said Hollaway. “We
just want to alleviate that
cost.”
To further nurture
their creativity, Cultured
Books also accepts alternative book reports for
their currency. Besides
the traditionally written
format, Hollaway encourages them in many forms.
This has included collages, podcasts, and even
a recipe card.

After people in the community and the Tampa Bay
area began taking notice of
Hollaway’s efforts to further childhood literacy, so
did Verizon and Super Bowl
champion Chis Godwin of
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
“It was definitely out of
the blue,” said Hollaway.
After receiving a call
from Verizon about participating in a program, Hollaway assumed it had
something to do with navigating technology. A few
days later, they called back
and said they would be interviewing her for a nationally televised morning show

on how her store has made
it through the pandemic.
That was just the beginning of the surprises, however.
The day of the interview, Godwin, who said he
was familiar and supportive
of Hollaway’s program, unexpectedly led the producers into Cultured Books.
They did not come for a
simple interview but also to
present services and
grants.
“During the interview is
when the surprises got really, really crazy,” said Hollaway. “I mean, from the
Super Bowl champ, Chris
Godwin, to being on Good
Morning America, was just
really cool. They loved our
story and what we’re doing
in the community, and they
just wanted to help elevate
that.”
“It was great to team up
with Verizon and give back
to Lorielle and Cultured
Books,” said Godwin. “I’m
excited to see the way she
continues to positively impact so many lives through
literacy.”
Together, Verizon and
Godwin presented Cultured
Books with a year’s worth
of services, over $7,000

worth of devices, security,
and tech support. They also
gave the business a $10,000
grant to help them recover
and grow.
Aimee Novak, vice president of Business Sales for
Verizon Business, was inspired after hearing their
story and eager to help.
“Verizon
launched
Small Business Days to
help small businesses get
the technology and tools
they need to jumpstart their
mobile communications,
connectivity and security,
including free personalized
tech evaluations,” said
Novak. “After learning
about Culture Books, their
mission, and how they
serve the local St. Petersburg community, we were
inspired by their story and
wanted to support them.”
While The Book Report program gets most of
the publicity, Hollaway has
also made it a mission to
bring books to where kids
are — being a popup bookstore aids in this goal.
Right now, this includes
Skate Literacy Community
every Friday from 5-7 p.m.
at Campbell Park and
Breakfast Literacy Community on Saturdays at the

same address as the bookstore – 833 22nd Street
South, inside The Well.
Hollaway said she sees
the impact her bookstore is
having on the older generations as well. Not only do
they appreciate just having
a bookstore in south St.
Pete, but a bookstore that
carries an abundance of
books representing African
Americans and those from
other
cultural
backgrounds.
“They didn’t always see
themselves represented

well and weren’t always
able to shop for books like
these for their children,”
said Hollaway. “So, it’s nice
to see that they can do that
for their grandchildren.”
For more information,
please visit culturedbooks.com. To donate to
The
Book
Report
Project, please visit ifundwomen.com/projects/bo
ok-report-project.
To reach Mark Parker,
email mparker@theweeklychallenger.com

Prather commanded the
large school bus that
transported the team. “I
have never seen or heard
of that.”
Tytiana’s mother, Roxanne Wilson, who describes Coach Prather
simply as a “man of faith,”
mentioned that he even
holds a bible study for his
students every Wednesday.
And his influence continues well past the high
school experience.
“We had the first
African-American
girl
from Farragut get a full
scholarship to West
Point,”
said
Coach
Prather, speaking of a
$450,000 sports scholarship a student received
last school year.
This year, one of his
students became the first
African-American male to
receive a full-ride sports
scholarship to West
Point, also known as The
United States Militar y

Academy. The university
has a slim 12 percent acceptance rate.
His athletes have also
been accepted into numerous Ivy League universities,
such
as
Princeton, Stanford and
Duke.
“I can honestly say,
every kid that was a part
of my track team in the
last…definitely the last
two years that wanted a
track scholarship was
able to get pretty much a
full scholarship,” said
Prather.
He describes the role
he gets to play in helping
his students secure scholarships and consequently
secure their futures as
being the most fulfilling
aspect of his job.
“God is blessing me to
be a generational changer,”
averred Prather.
With a coaching record
as successful and impactful
as his, this statement indeed tracks.

Meet the inspirational coach behind Admiral Farragut’s winning team
COACH, from front page

Having taught as a
substitute while pursuing
his
Olympic
goals,
Prather transitioned into
teaching. He taught at
multiple
Hillsborough
County schools, including
Sligh Middle School and
Brandon High School. He

also coached at the University of South Florida
for a time, training numerous future NFL players.
Now, he uses his athletic talents to give back to
young athletes with aspirations as ambitious as his
own. At the State Champi-

onships in Jacksonville
earlier this May, the Bluejackets placed first in the
1A Division, with multiple
girls on the team also
placing individually in various competitions.
And while at one time
being an Olympic hope-

ful, now training future
collegiate and professional athletes, and most
recently winning a state
championship can be considered high achievements, the unobserved
day-in, day-out work that
Coach Prather does for
his students seems to
make just as much of an
impact.
“I’ve seen Coach
Prather take a kid and
help get him into college;
help pay for his room and
board, traveling, taking
kids all over the place,”
said Nelms.
Nelson “Trae” Wilson,
whose daughter Tytiana
is on the winning team
and also placed in two different individual competitions at the state
championships,
also
speaks of Prather’s actions that go beyond his
job description.
“He drove the kids to
State by his self,” said
Wilson,
noting
that

St. Pete’s Black burial grounds erased from history
GRAVES, from front page

moved to Royal Palms
Cemetery, some of the
bodies may not have all
been moved at all.
Reese pointed out that
those contracted to exhume and remove the
bodies believed that the
official number of bodies
was undercounted.
In 1976, when the city
initially broke ground for
the interstate, human remains were found, and
the question now is if
there are still human remains there. The specific
location is just west of
16th Street, south of
Third Avenue, and north
of Fifth Avenue South. It
now covers an area below
an interstate overpass and
Parking Lot #1 at Tropicana Field. The city recently hired a crew to
employ ground-penetrating radar (GPR) to detect
graves underneath, and
results are pending.
“One can drive and
take that spur into downtown and not really know
that you’re driving over
something historic and
something that’s very important,” Armstrong said.
With the possibility of
Tropicana Field being re-

developed in the future, it
is important “to do that
right and remember that
space right” for people in
the community and those
who may have had ancestors buried there.
Jackson said that we
don’t need GPR survey results to tell us there were
indeed cemeteries there,
and that is a piece of
African-American history
that needs to be brought
into the light.
“We want to build on
that!” she said.
Added
Armstrong:
“What we do know is that
there were cemeteries
there and that they were
relocated and that there
are stories connected to
that that are an important
part of our communal
story that we need to tell.”
“And then those sites
need to be marked and
memorialized,” Jackson
said.
Many of these Black
cemeteries have been
omitted from any registry
of historical places, she
noted, adding that it
“speaks to the bigger context.” This is nothing new
for Black cemeteries
across the country. It is un-

Dr. Antoinette Jackson
fortunate as the churches
and cemeteries are often
the lifeblood of AfricanAmerican communities
and their families’ histories.
“The cemetery is not
just a place that records
the names of the people
and their birthdates and
their death dates,” Armstrong said. “They are also
gathering spaces for funerals; they’re gathering
spaces for Decoration
Days and Memorial Days.
They’re places where families and communities

Dr. Julie Armstrong

gather to tell their stories
of who they are.”
When it’s relocated or
paved over, it’s almost like
someone is trying to erase
that, she said.
Jackson and Armstrong are collecting oral
history interviews from
those who have a connection to the cemeteries for
the USF archives. Yet, a
part of this Remembrance
Project’s goal is to get
community input on how
people would like to see
these historic locations
memorialized.

“Most everyone I’ve
talked to wants to see
some kind of memorial
there,” Armstrong said.
“At minimum a historical
marker, but also possibly
some kind of space of contemplation, of remembering, of quietness.”
Public art, perhaps in
the form of an interstate
mural, is another consideration. Local poets also plan
to contribute their art and
help memorialize these sacred sites. “If the peace of
the deceased is disturbed/Can there ever re-

Gwen Reese
ally be rest for the living?”
begins one spoken word
poem by Walter Jennings.
Though this project is
now focused on these
cemeteries in St. Pete and
Zion in Tampa, the members hope to expand its
scope in the future and include other cemeteries.
Anyone with stories
and recollections to share
with this project can visit
afamheritagestpete.org.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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